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The artistic friendship that united Axel Gallen
and Karl August Tavaststjerna at this time was
symbolical of the relationship between Finns and
Swedes. They had both taken up their abode in
Malm, where the newly-wed Tavaststjerna lived in
the white building next to the railway station, still
extant at the present day and easily discernible to
passing travellers from the train.

During his trips to Helsingfors Sibelius estab-
lished close contact with both Tavaststjerna and
Gallen. He often visited his friend Tavaststjerna
in his seclusion in the country. Tavaststjerna's
personality, on which life had left its traces, made
a deep impression on him. He relates the following:

" Tavaststjerna was engaged in dramatising
' Harda Tider ' (Hard times) and very worried by
the thought as to how the work, not yet published
as a novel, would be received by the critics. He
was already very embittered, experienced periods
of the deepest despondency in struggling with the
difficulties he encountered as much as any of a
financial nature. But he restrained himself in the
presence of strangers. He endeavoured to treat
his guests with the greatest friendliness and
consideration in matters both great and small,
revealing his extremely sensitive nature in all
things. There was something strangely pathetic
about him. You seldom meet a nobler character.

" It was a great day when he visited us in the
following winter in our first home in Helsingfors,
A copy of his ' Poems' lay expectantly on the